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m CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

The eighth annual meeting of the American Bed Cross was held 
in Washington, D. C, on Wednesday, December 11, 1912. The following 
delegates representing the state nurses' associations were in attendance: 
Mrs. M. I. Mover, Pennsylvania; Amy M. Hilliard, New York; Clara E. 
Query, Maryland; Mabel A. Keifer, Oregon; Margaret Hickey, New 
Jersey; Cora Wynkoop and Priscilla Page, District of Columbia; Cora B. 
Backle, Ohio; Martha J. Wilkinson, Connecticut. Many other nurses 
attended as visitors. A luncheon was served to delegates, the represen- 
tatives of the Nursing Service occupying a special table. 

Eeports were read by the chairmen of the various boards and com- 
mittees. The chairman of the National Committee on Bed Cross Nursing 
Service gave an outline of the work accomplished by the various commit- 
tees during the year 1912. This information has already been published 
in the Journal. It was stated that there are at present, in addition to 
the national committee, 32 state committees and 98 local committees on 
Bed Cross Nursing Service. There have been 873 enrolments during the 
year 1912. 

Mention was made of two new activities which have recently been 
established as a part of the Nursing Service of the Bed Cross : the Bural 
Nursing, and Classes of Instruction for Women in First Aid and Home 
Nursing. More detailed accounts were given at the afternoon session 
by Fannie F. Clement, superintendent of Bural Nurses, and by Marion 
L. Oliver, in charge of the organization of classes for women. 

Jane A. Delano, who has been a member of the War Belief Board of 
the American Bed Cross, since the establishment of the present nursing 
service, was also appointed a member of the National Belief Board at 
the annual meeting. 

The chairman of the International Belief Board reported that 
$244,000 had been expended in 1912 under the direction of this board 
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for relief work in China, Persia, Mexico, Turkey, Nicaragua, Montenegro, 
Greece and Servia. Many calls for assistance have been received from 
the countries recently at war, and only a lack of funds prevented sending 
hospital units, with a personnel of physicians, nurses, assistants, and the 
necessary equipment for the care of patients. This was the service most 
needed and would have been far more useful than an equivalent contri- 
bution of money. It is hoped that at some time in the future the Red 
Cross may have such an organization of material and personnel available. 

The National Belief Board reported that it had spent $276,000 
in relief work during the year. The largest amounts were expended in 
connection with the Titanic disaster and following the Mississippi 
floods in the spring of 1912. 

A most enjoyable reception to all delegates was given by Miss Mabel T. 
Boardman on the evening of December 11, and the chairman of the 
national committee was informally at home to the nurse delegates and 
visitors on the evening of December 10. 

At its annual meeting in 1912 the American Medical Association 
authorized the appointment of a Committee whose duty it should be 
to confer with the American Red Cross with a view to establishing a 
comprehensive system of co-operation between the Red Cross and the 
physicians of the United States. This co-operation is expected to be 
effective in providing prompt and adequate medical and surgical attend- 
ance on the occurrence of great disasters and also to afford a reserve upon 
which the Red Cross may draw for a medical personnel in the event of 
war. It is probable that a system of enrolment will be adopted which 
will eventually build up a large force of Red Cross physicians repre- 
senting every section of the country. The committee representing the 
American Medical Association in this matter consists of Dr. George M. 
Kober, Washington, D. C, chairman ; Colonel F. A. Winter, of the Army 
Medical Corps, and Surgeon E. M. Blackwell, of the Navy. 

RURAL NURSING 

By Fannie F. Clement 

The organization of the Rural Nursing Service, a brief account of 
which appeared in the January number of the Journal, has been 
made possible by a generous gift of $5,000 annually from Jacob H. 
Schiff, of New York, and another of $1,000 by Mrs. Whitelaw Reid. 
These sums were given for central administrative purposes.' The plans 
of the Service, as outlined, are tentative and its extent and ultimate 
policies remain to be determined by experience and future developments. 
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It seems most appropriate that an extensive system of rural nursing 
should be undertaken at this time, when organized efforts are being made 
by social, educational and religious institutions in this country to bring 
back to rural communities that prestige which has for years been 
decreasing. Numerous Village Improvement Societies, Eural Progress 
Associations and the like, have come into existence, and the country-life 
movement is spreading from local to state-wide federations. May we 
not expect the Bed Cross Eural Nursing Service to become a factor 
in this movement, and a vital one ? 

In the few instances where a rural nurse is already employed, her 
part in local activities is found to be significant. Her province extends 
from the individual and family in the home, to country schools, town 
officials and public and private societies. Her work is allied to every 
branch of social service in her town. She assists in developing a com- 
munity spirit which after all is fundamental. Any good work to be 
permanent must be founded on broad community interests. It seems 
fair to judge of what the rural nurse may do on an extensive scale, 
by what is accomplished in a narrower sphere. The Red Cross provides 
a broad field for work, but it rests with the nurses themselves to show 
whether or not they will appreciate its opportunities and assume its 
responsibilities. 

There are large extents of country in the United States without a 
visiting nurse. It was reported in 1909, that in 17 states there were 
only 7 nurses, one to every 230,000 square miles. Throughout Great 
Britain and Ireland the same year there was one Queen's nurse to every 
72 square miles. On the basis of population there was an average of 
one nurse to 614,634 persons in these seventeen states, while in Great 
Britain and Ireland there was one nurse to every 27,246 persons. 

What visiting nursing means to a city it may mean to rural districts 
and much more, as fewer resources are available. The need for nurses 
is evident. Opportunities for constructive work are indicative of visiting 
nursing. As rural communities in the United States are coming to 
understand this, the demand for public health workers increases. The 
Eed Cross hopes to be able to meet the demand with nurses well prepared 
for the work. 



